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1¢ understanding the psychology 


of romantic love 


You can find womonspace at: 


Audrey's Books, B&D Emporium, GLCCE, 


Prism, The Roost, Womonspace dances 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 


NEWSLETTER STAFF 
Editor: Suzanne Dawson 
Designer: Marcey Andrews 
Advertising Representative: Terri Hayes 
Distributor: Marlene Checknita 
Webmaster: Jan Provick 


PRINTING 
Dial Printing Inc. 


NEXT ISSUES 
April - Hobbies 
May - Crossroads 
June - Women’s Music 


We welcome submissions up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 

articles, book or movie reviews, — 

poetry, artwork or photographs 

(minimum 200 dpi files) are all 
welcomed. 


Forward your submissions by: 
MAIL 
womonspace, Box 128, Main PO, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4 
PHONE 
780.482.1794 
E-MAIL 
womonspace@hotmail.com 
WEBSITE 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 
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editorial Rtg, 


# was raised to be a bible-thumping, 
iL tongue-speaking, holy-rolling 
Pentecostal girl. My earliest mem- 
ories are of racing to church on Sunday 
morning for Sunday school followed by 
the morning sermon. We’d head back to 
church around 6 PM for the evening ser- 
vice, where we’d learn important lessons 
like how Satan possesses rock singers 
who implant evil messages on their 
records by recording them backwards. 
The minister would play Stairway to 
Heaven backwards over and over again 
until the whole congregation finally made 
out the warped words Led Zeppelin was 


screeching: “Here’s to my sweet Satan.” 
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When you focus on the negative aspects 
of anything too hard and long, you'll 
eventually find what you’re looking for, 
even if your mind needs to invent it. How 
else could a group of smart, educated 
people listen to muffled backwards music 
and yet hear distinct sentences? Or how 
could Reverend Phelps justify devoting 
his life to picketing outside the funerals 
of gay men he doesn’t know carrying a 
sign like, “God hates faggots.” If Phelps 
and other zealots focused on breathing 
in the positive spirituality that exists all 
around us, they’d have no time to read 
and re-read the Bible looking for ways 
LO {Pek Vent Biblical verses and create 
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When I was fourteen, my mom took 


me to a church service in Vancouver on 
backwards-masking that ended with 
the minister starting a fire in a metal 
bin and inviting people to come up and 
throw their Satanic-laden items into the 
inferno. One guy tore off his Judas Priest 
t-shirt and screamed like a wounded 
animal as it went up in flames. With the 
urging of the mob mentality, I went 
home and smashed my Madonna and 
INXS cassettes. The next day, with no 
music to listen to, | was annoyed by my 
gullibility and cursed having to spend 
ten bucks to buy new tapes. That day, I 
began to think more critically about 
religion and the messages it instills in its 
devotees who blindly accept them. 
Backwards masking is a good analogy 
for what is wrong with practicing 
religion, or anything else, to the extreme. 
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negative interpretations that don’t exist. 

Now my spirituality is based on 
honesty and respect for others, not prop- 
agating intolerance and conformity. | 
in simple 


experience my spirituality 


ways: standing silently in the woods 
listening to the serenade of nature; 
waking in the morning to feel the 
rhythmic breath of my partner against 
my neck; smiling at a stranger on the 
bus and watching them smile back. 
These things bring me peace and 
happiness and connect me to this world 
and my spirit in a positive way. And, 
finally, I can listen to Stairway to 
Heaven and hear the real lyrics for the 
first time... 

Dear lady, can you hear the wind 
blow, and did you know your stairway 
lies on the whispering wind.¥ 
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Message from the President 


by Jaimie Clements 
olunteers. Where would we be 


without them? Every dance, 
every golf tournament, and 


every event is brought into existence 
because of our volunteers. Thank you 
so much to each and every one of you 
who have been so gracious to take one, 
two, or many more hours out of your 
schedule to lend a helping hand. Truly, 
we would not be able to operate 
without you, so thank you very much. 
Your efforts are very much appreciated. 
Stop and consider this: where would 
we be if one day all of our wonderful 
volunteers decided to pack it in and 
disappear? As with most organizations 
that depend on volunteers, we would be 
in the same boat, wavering on non- 
existence. It’s not a very nice thing to 
think about, but volunteers are the back- 
bone of this organization. Some of you 
must be thinking, “That kind of thing will 
never happen to Womonspace. There’s 
always volunteers!” Well, if you’re not 
volunteering, then I ask you, who is? 
The number of people willing to put 
in volunteer time unfortunately is 
dwindling. Sure, we’re all busy and 
many times would rather be socializing 
or dancing, but if no one is helping to 
run the dances and events, what dances 


and events are there going to be? Our 
board members (who are also volunteers) 
are pitching in to help out in every way 
they can, but there are only so many of 
us and only so many hours we can help 
with. We need others from our commu- 
nity to step up to the plate and volunteer 
their time. We’re not asking for a major 
time commitment, just an hour or two 
a few times a year. As you can all imag- 
ine, it makes it more enjoyable for all 
volunteers if there are a lot of us helping 
out for an hour, rather than a few of us 
helping out for many. 

We love the events that we are able to 
put on for your enjoyment and, again, 
a big big thank you to all of you who 
have volunteered your time, for all of 
these events would not be possible with- 
out you. Take pride in knowing it’s 
because of you we have this organization 
today. Let’s continue with this great 
organization in the future! Give us a 
call to lend your hand at 482-1794. 
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saturday, march 6, 7 pm 
Lover’s Ball 2004. Proceeds support 
HIV Edmonton. Muttart Conservatory. 


Cost: $30 or $50/couple. Call 488-5742 


(ext. 240) or events@hivedmonton.com 


wednesday, march 10, 7 pm 
Pride Week General Meeting. Help plan 
pride week (June 18-27). GLCCE, 
9912-106 St. Call 488-3234. 


thursday, march 11, 7 pm 
GLCCE Annual General Meeting. 
Have your say in the future of our 
gay and lesbian community center. 
Unitarian Church, 12530-110 Ave. 
Call 488-3234 


saturday, march 12, 7 pm 
Edmonton Women’s Night. Dinner at 
Pagolac Restaurant, 10566-97 St. Join 

us for great food and great 
conversation. Call Tracey at 619-9723. 


march 12 to 14, 9:15 pm 
Movie: Madame Sata. Madame Sata 1s 
inspired by the legend of the real life 


MEMBERSHIP CORNER 


Re-newing Members 
|.G. - Edm 
D.B. & D.H. - Edm 
H.G. & K.G. - Edm 
J.W. - Edm 
S.D. & S.H. - Edm 
K.R & J. K. - Ardrossan 
C.F. & M.H.W. - Edm 
C.B. & M.A. - Edm 
V.R. - Edm 
K.H. & C.W. - Edm 
K.T. & N. B. - Edm 
K.S. & A. K. - Stony Plain 
G.G. - Edm 
B.W. - Leduc 


march 2004 
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character Jodo Francisco dos Santos 
(1900-1976). Set in the 1930s in Rio de 
Janeiro, Joao is a proud rascal, female 
impersonator, gangster, convicted 
prisoner and adoptive father, who 
challenged the stigmas of being illiterate, 
black, poor, and homosexual. Metro 
Cinema, main floor Citadel Theatre. 
$8/adults, $6/students. Call 425-9212. 


saturday, march 20, 9 pm to 1 am 
Womonspace Spring Fling. Celebrate 
the first day of spring with friends. 
Westmount Hall, 10970-127 St. 
$5/members (with card), $10/non- 
members. Leave a message at 
482-1794 to volunteer. 


COMING SOON: 


saturday, april 17 
Womonspace Babe Auction and Dance. 
Start saving your pennies now to buy 
one of our Board members for the 
night (special appearance by Trailer 
Trash Barbie)! 


< 2, adre ba “Ry 
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J.S.- Edm 
S.M. & R.R. - Edm 
J.W. - Eam 

- Edm 


J.D. & M.M, - Edm 
VM. & J.S. - Edm 


New Members 


R.K. - Edm 
L.K. - Edm 

- Edm 
P.S. - Edm 

- Edm 

N.M. & M.B - Edm 

N.S. - Edm 
L.D. - Edm 


spirituality 


4% pirituality comes in many forms. I 
express my spirituality through a 
traditional Christian experience. 

I was raised in the Christian Church, 
though I have, at times, considered 
leaving because of the inherent patri- 
archy. But I stay, working to make the 
church much more accepting of women 
and children and the LGBT community. 
Sometimes it is an up-hill battle, but I 
do choose to worship in a church and 
with a community of people who are 
much more inclusive. 

Having said all this, let me be per- 
fectly frank. I am a minister. Being a 
minister and a lesbian has made this 
journey interesting and fun! Yes, I have 
had the usual reactions. Ten years ago, 
it was, “I’ve never met one before!” to 
which I was tempted to ask, “You’ve 
never met a woman before?” More 
recently, as I have ventured out of the 
closet, | am met with some suspicion, 
but overall acceptance. 

My faith is intrinsically connected to 
who I am as a human being. I could not 
not worship. Having said this, a few 
things matter when it comes to expressing 
my faith. First, I want to know just how 
inclusive a community is of women, chil- 
dren and LBGT people. Where do we 
fit in, and what jobs are we allowed or, 
more importantly, not allowed to do? 
Also, the theology matters. Is God 
spoken of only in male terms? Is God 
ever spoken of in female language (after 
all, there are about a dozen examples in 
the Bible of God being in “feminine” 
form)? Or is God gender neutral? How 
are women spoken of, especially in terms 


My Spiritual Journey 


by Brenda Gibson 


of the Bible (does the minister talk about 
Sarah as well as Abraham)? All of this 
matters. And how 1s the Bible presented? 
As something that really has no 
bearing on my life today, or does it 
have anything to say to me and how I 
choose to live my life authentically and 
with integrity? 

As for my profession, I love being 
intimately involved in people’s lives. I 
am often present during the “high” and 
“low” moments of their journey. I have 
heard stories of their lives that they have 
often told no one else. I have the oppor- 
tunity to tell people that God loves 
them no matter what they have done. I 
stand next to a couple and can look in 
their eyes when they pledge their love 
before God and loved ones. I also find 
my job difficult at times: sitting with 
those who are dying, comforting a 
family in their loss, or burying a close 
friend’s baby. But again, I feel privi- 
leged to walk this journey with people 
through those very intimate moments. 

When all is said and done, it is my 
faith and spirituality that sustains me 
through thick and thin in life. I am 
grateful for the opportunity to live in 
an era that accepts women in ministry, 
and for a church that accepts LGBT 
folk even in the pulpit. I am also grate- 
ful for my friends who help me under- 
stand something about their spirituality, 
particularly when it is very different 
from mine (my best friend is influenced 
by Eastern spirituality). May you too 
find people who will support you on 
your journey through your spiritual 
discovery. ¥ 
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cappella chicks with swing and g\yie\ 


2003 Winners of N orthern Flarmony a cappella festival 


“CHICK US OUT!” 
DEBUT CD NOW AVAILABLE FOR $15 


To order your ORY today, call Regina at 433-9594 
or “chick out” our website: www.chickadiv 7as.com 
or email: thechicks@chickadivas.com 


Cash/Cheque only until we re 
famous enough to accept credit cards! 


LARACVE 
tuesdays 
WIN 
WEDNES' 
coming soon! 


ist thoesday of 
the menth.. 
MUSIC SPORTS 


2nd thureday.. 


id and 4th thorsday,.LNE MUSIC 
fridays...) 
eaturday iheme niakTe.. cl ae details 


10524-101 Street 


Foy move info cal| o—eo38. 
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spirituality Pa, 


_hen it comes to spiritual matters, 
;people fall into one of three 
groups: those who believe, those 
who don’t believe, and those who just 
aren’t sure. Sadly, the rejection of spiri- 
tuality is often a deeply entrenched, long 
standing reaction to the prejudice, dis- 


crimination and patriarchal nonsense 
that hallmark most organized religions 
(even the word God can be an obstacle 
to connecting with one’s spiritual self). 
In other words, many women have 
thrown the spiritual baby out with the 
religious bath water. 

Over the last decade or so, women 
worked to clean the religious muck off 
the bright light that is spirituality. They 
have deconstructed, revised and realized 
that, contrary to what the old religious 
boys’ club would have you believe, spir- 
ituality is no mystery. The secret is that 
we are all spiritual beings. We all believe 
in a power greater than ourselves— 
whether we realize it or not. 

There’s an old saying that there are 
no atheists in foxholes. In other words, 
when we are afraid or in crisis, we 
automatically ask for help from some 
unseen being who clearly has the power 
to alter an outcome. Let me give you an 
example. I was driving somewhere with 
my partner, who says she does not 
believe in “God.” She was very worried 
about the well being of a friend. She 
looked up and said out loud, “Please let 
her be okay.” I smiled and asked her 
who she was talking to. Did she believe 
the roof of the car could somehow inter- 


Getting into the Spirit 


by Lisa Austin 


vene on her friend’s behalf? She said she 
didn’t even think about it, that it was 
automatic. Exactly. We know intuitively 
that a benevolent force surrounds us, 
guides us and acts on our behalf (note 
that “acting on our behalf” is not the 
same as “giving us what we want”). 

How many times have you said, 
“Everything happens for a reason.” 
Even this statement implies there 1s a 
consciousness 1n the world that guides 
our thoughts and actions, creates 
cause and effect, and adds logic to it 
all (though we often don’t see the logic 
until much later). In fact, it is my 
belief that what we know as intuition 
or gut feeling is actually that power 
guiding us. And, let’s face it, gut 
feeling is never wrong. It is when we 
ignore that feeling (i.e., turn away 
from our spiritual wisdom) and do 
something else that we tend to run 
into trouble. Our knowledge and rela- 
tionship with a power greater than 
ourselves is inherent. 

Though it may seem disrespectful to 
say so, I don’t believe people who tell 
me they are not spiritual. These same 
people then refer to “Mother Nature,” 
the “Universe” or their intuition as a 
benevolent, omnipresent force that 
works for the betterment of all things. 
You can call that force whatever you'd 
like (a rose by any other name...). The 
fact remains that this force is in us and 
around us. And if you haven’t already 
done so, I encourage you to introduce 
yourself. ¥ 
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the future of ( j | ( Cc f 


s most of you know, the Gay and 

Lesbian Community Centre of 

Edmonton’s (GLCCE) operations 
are in danger of closing due to lack of 
funding, volunteers and support. GLCCE 
is holding their Annual General Meeting 
on March 11 to decide its future. The 
co-chairs of the GLCCE Board, Reagan 
Hyde and Roz Ostendorf, speak out 
about the Centre and its role in our 
community. 


How did you get involved with GLCCE? 
Reagan: I moved to Edmonton in 2000 
and approached GLCCE to be a Board 
Member. I did a Social Work Practicum 
in Saskatoon at GLHS from January to 
May 2000 and wanted to continue to 
be involved with the GLBT community 
in Edmonton. 

Roz: I was ready for a new challenge 
after some time with Womonspace and 
other activities, and I was approached 
by Kristy Harcourt and then Edward 
Sandberg to join the GLCCE Board. 


What services does GLCCE provide? 

The core services are the support line 
and peer support, the web site, resource 
library, free net terminals, referral to 
GLBT services and community organi- 
zations, meeting space for groups and 
community organizations, and housing 
programs such as GMOC. We have also 
presented GLBT issues to educational 
institutions like GMC and U of A. 


GLCCE has made it clear that its operations 
are in danger due to lack of funding and 
community commitment. What would it 

take to save GLCCE? 

At this point, a new buy-in from the 
GLBT community and their friends, 
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which would include base operation 
funding, committed volunteer hours, 
and at least five skilled, committed new 
board members which are representa- 
tive of the larger community. We also 
need experienced people to take leader- 
ship roles in volunteer recruitment and 
coordination and program delivery. 
There certainly have been a number of 
people who have generously given of 
their time, energy and money, which 
has kept us going over the years. We 
feel, however, that in order to build a 
strong, viable Centre we need to have 
more stability and consistency. 


article continues on page 8... 
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Clothing for bad 
boys and girls 


9652 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton 
780-428-LTHR 


426 8th Ave. S.E. 
Calgary 
403-265-7789 


Fetish, latex, leather, PVC 
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Magazines, pride supplies, boots and shoes 
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If GLCCE closes, what will the effect be on the 
GLBT community? 

That’s hard to answer. At present, our 
membership is fairly low so we can 
only assume that some of the commu- 
nity doesnt feel GLOCE fills an 
imminent, relevant need in their lives. 
However, the Centre is very important 
to people taking their first steps into the 
community, and we think it would be a 
real gap for them not to have a central 
resource point. While many other orga- 
nizations are more aware of GLBT issues 
and open to GLBT clients, notably the 
Support Network, GLCCE’s space has 
always endeavored to be a safe place to 
socialize and meet others, and this aspect 
would be missed. 


What do you see for the future of the GLBT 
community in Edmonton? 

On December 5, we held a special 
meeting of the membership and the 
community. The purpose of the meeting 
was to advise the members of the state 
of GLCCE and explore options to 
stabilize service delivery and core 
funding. We were honest about the 


The Future of GLCCE .. . continued from page 7 


reality GLCCE has faced over the many 
years and pointed out that some hard 
decisions need to be made between then 
and the AGM. The GLCCE Board 
has attempted numerous fundraising 
and fund development efforts over the 
last year, with moderate success, but 
fundraising alone is not enough. People 
power is certainly needed to continue 
the vision for GLCCE at present. 

Around 50 people attended the 
December 5 meeting, and some ideas 
were brought forward. These have been 
implemented, and we are awaiting 
results of a mail-out survey next week. 
These results will give us the informa- 
tion we need to make a recommendation 
to the membership at the AGM on 
March 11. If the recommendation is to 
close the Centre and the membership is 
in favour of that, we anticipate that 
within the not too distant future, 
members of the community will come 
together to begin a new Centre. With 
that said, money in the GLCCE bank 
account will likely go into a trust fund 
to help start the new Centre.¥ 
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Deadline April 1. “Two roads diverged in a wood and I 


took the one less traveled by and that has made all the 


difference.” Where did your road lead you? 


Send your submissions to womonspace@hotmail.com 
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spirituality 


s the Rabbi of B’nai HaKeshet 
(Children of the Rainbow) 
r Synagogue, the only gay-friendly 
Messianic Jewish congregation in the 
world, I’m both proud and ashamed. 
Proud for obvious reasons and because 
we are located here in Edmonton; 
ashamed because my fellow Messianic 
Jews are so narrow-minded, even in 
centres such as New York and L.A., 
which are relatively liberal. 

Life is definitely a challenge being 
lesbian and spiritual. Dating is a night- 
mare; as soon as IJ tell a potential date 
what I do, she immediately tunes out. 
Just because a person affiliates with a 
predominantly homophobic religion 
doesn’t make that individual guilty by 
association. 

I’m also a pipe fitter (Jesus was a car- 
penter, so I’m allowed), and usually the 
only woman on my crew. Since it is a 
male-oriented trade, the guys are quite 
slow to adopt a PC attitude. Sex, drugs, 
rock ’n roll, and homophobia rule the 
day and I’ve been fired several times 
because of their redneck mentality. 

Being around other Christians is also 
frustrating. I get numerous hate e-mails 
every week because I’m an easy target. 


Children of the Rainbow 


by Mo (Rabbi Miryam) 


I think the worst, however, is being 
around other gay people. That is thank- 
fully changing. In the new millennium, 
GLBT folk tend to feel less threatened 
by my infatuation with matters of the 
spirit, probably because they themselves 
are becoming more spiritual by making 
their own unique mix of traditions. 

All that said, I wouldn’t have it any 
other way. I used to be a narrow-minded, 
homophobic jerk (as part of my religious 
upbringing). Having to come to terms 
with my sexuality freed me in so many 
ways. Being gay made me a nice person! 
Now I’m exploring Reiki, astral pro- 
jection, meditation, and many non- 
Christian spiritual traditions. Soon, | 
hope to get tarot reading, Wicca classes, 
and trance dancing to become regular 
practices at B’nai HaKeshet (as you can 
tell, this isn’t your average synagogue). 
Overall, the word “Pride” has a two- 
fold meaning—I’m proud to be gay, but 
I’m even more proud to be a lesbian in 
touch with her spirituality. 

B’nai HaKeshet (Children of the 
Rainbow) Synagogue is online at 
http://lesmess.2itb.com and soon will 
have local services.¥ 
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It Resides Inside 


by T.J.B. Shell 


Send your soul to a faraway land and 
wait for its bountiful return. 


Wisdom continued, 


Free it to the wind and let it be carried 
there, a safe journey. 


Too long have you been crushing, locking 
down a spirited soul. 


Let it go now. Please just for now. You'll 
see Why. 


You thought your soul had deserted you 
but all along it was you who had 
deserted your soul. Revive it to life, 
release it from the empty shell you 
hold—a skeleton you carry to the world 
just like every other lost wandering 
structure. 


Not so, the mind replies, | am strong 
alone. 


Yet in truth my body feels empty. I'll find 
it. Il final what it is I’m looking for. 


I'm weak and subside, released is my 
soul, harooured in a foreign land and 
now to prepare its return. 


Close your eyes, reach inside and find 
that place for its safe return. Between the 
bones, a space of nothing, but wait, not 
quite so. A space for you to mold and 
shape, breathe into life a suostance to 
keep warm your soul. 


Feed it. Feel it. Know it. 


Upon its return take the first step and 
know each other again, it starts by a 
simple hello. 


Connect mind and body to soul and feel 
the strength build as you feed it, giving 
energy and attention to it. Feel it rush 
march 
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through your veins and how it radiates 
out through your pores gracing the world 
with its presence. 


Something has changed—your mind has 
quieted, your gut no longer wrenched. 
All that you thought you were missing, all 
that your gut was aching for, now lies 
safely inside. For all that you once longed 
for was always there inside. 


Power of completion, connection of 
three powers. 


You are now whole, one unit: mind, 
body and soul, walking through the 
world untouchable now. Nothing can 
shake the spirit inside. All this is yours 
now because you sent your soul away 
and took the time to find a beautiful 
place for it to be nurtured and reside. 


Wisdom was right. 


Will you look inside?” 


Seat RR ed 
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oe Indulge your passion 
a for books! 
yA Call or visit 
f the Orlando Corner 
f at Audreys Books 
{ for the best 


in Lesbian Literature, 
Erotica, Sexuality, Humour, 
books on Coming Out 

Relationships and more 


plus, register as a former 
Orlando Books customer 

and become a member of 

Audreys Book Club 
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spirituality 


earning about Mother Nature and 
her creatures can help us to learn 
more about our spiritual selves. It 
has been my experience, over and over 
again, that nature has a lot to teach us 
if we want to learn to recognize the signs. 

Thee belief “that “there are (10 
accidents” and nature go hand in hand. 
Animals and birds often show themselves 
to me, either when something major is 
happening, or about to happen, in my 
life. A bat earnestly attracted my atten- 
tion once in the middle of the day. It 
was so persistent I couldn’t miss it. 
Unbeknownst to me, my Father was 
dying thousands of miles away. A bat 
signifies transition. 

I have often been practically bonked 
on the head by some bird or animal to 
get my attention—i.e. a sparrow down 
the chimney (big message there). Some 
may laugh at that, but in a city of 
almost a million people with huge num- 
bers of sparrows, this one had a mission. 
Once I got the message, I bonked myself 
on the head.... 

A short time after my partner’s Father 
died, we were visited one night (in the 


Spirituality and Nature 
by D. E. Munro 


city) by a Great Horned Owl. It was 
quite chatty, morning and night. It 
stayed for a week. My partner’s Father 
had kept a very large bird book on his 
kitchen counter, opened to display a 
Great Horned Owl. He also had a fake 
one attached to his house. The visit was 
no accident or coincidence. It was a 
sign. Her Father was okay and at peace. 
Spirituality can be as uncomplicated 
as a walk in the river valley. Connecting 
with Mother Nature and her gentle and 
precious creatures can awaken a joy and 
energy within that we all possess. After 
all, we are gentle and precious creatures 
as well. Nature speaks. Pay attention. 
Listen to that cheerful chickadee sing. 
Nature works in wondrous, creative 
and spiritual ways. If you want to learn 
more about the creatures that cross 
your path, do yourself a favour and 
check out some reference books at any 
spiritual bookstore. Animal Speak by 
Ted Andrews is a great place to start. 
Let Nature and her creatures help you, 
a spiritual being, on your journey 
through this human experience.¥ 
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Gay or Christian? 
by Cyndi Wiley 


o you have to choose? Many people 

struggle with that question each day. 

Yet, the answer to being gay or being 
Christian is simple: you can be both. 

Bashert Ministries, Inc., a not-for-profit 
organization, has launched an educational 
effort promoting the possibility of being 
both Christian and gay. Their web site, 
www.GaybyGod.org, conveys the simple 
message of God’s affirming love for all 
people. 

The site serves as an online resource 
guide for individual gay Christians to assist 
in locating open and affirming churches 
for safe worship, finding applicable books 
and visiting other welcoming and affirming 
web sites. GaybyGod.org is also supportive 
for church leaders by offering information 
and a unique printed brochure for churches 


Douglas Design 
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Select Framing Inc. 


“When all you want to spend....is 


more time at home” 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 
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and ministries seeking materials for out- 
reach purposes. 

Another tool for furthering the message 
of God’s love appears on t-shirts, sweat- 
shirts, baseball caps and magnets. Churches 
have found great success in fundraising 
with these items while educating the general 
public at the same time. The word gay is 
used to encompass the entire gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgender, queer (GLBTQ) com- 
munity and has a bold, yet simple appeal 
by using it in the statement, Gay by God. 
This grassroots strategy hopes to reach far 
beyond the GLBTQ community and into 
mainstream churches worldwide. 

For more information and a free brochure, 
please visit www.GaybyGod. org, or for 


further information contact Cyndi Wiley, 
Bashert Ministries, Inc. 501 (c)(3), 4600 
Chippewa, Bldg N #240, St. Louis, MO, 
63116, or phone (314) 517-1141.¥ 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor's referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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ARES Grav2|\—apr 9) 
Someone wants you REAL BAD! You've 
been asking yourself, do | continue playing 
hard-to-get or do | let myself be caught? 
Caught is the answer here. This woman in 
pursuit of you will be more than you could 
have even dreamed love could be. 

TAURUS Capy2e—mauzo,) 
At the end of this month, you'll stop and 
ask yourself, where did the month go? 
Your life generally is very well paced and 
balanced, so this will be a real change for 
you. It’s all good! So sit back and enjoy 
this ride. 

GEMINI Gmay2|—une\) 
Lots is going on this ee home life, 
your work, literally everything! If you want 
to stand there and scream, DO IT! Someone 
will be there for you. And that someone 
may surprise you as to whom it will be. 

CANCER. Guriz2—| ulz2) 
Was that a U-Haul parked outside of your 
house? |s there aah ae going on in 
your closest 


your love 
friends know about? You've been known to 
be secretive, but hey, we want to know! 
LB Gu\z3—avoz2) 
You have a strong belief that love at first 
sight only happens once. Chances are this 
love at first sight may not have been, or will 
not be, reciprocated. True love will be yours 
one day. In the meantime, the women lucky 
enough to have had you for a relationship 
will not regret it. 
Ee ea 

Buying this and that is very fun for you, as 
you love to shop! Buying a surprise gift for 


someone that you normally wouldn't buy 
for will deeply touch a person this month. 
This gesture of kindness will not soon be 
forgotten. 
LIBRA (sepz3—octz3) 

Tying ko understeer sualie teeta ee 
month could drive you nutty! Just feel them. 
Don't let that cute head of yours analyze 
them to death. You really need to relax more 
and stop trying to control everything. 

SCORPIO Coct2f-—neval) 
You wisely command respect from others 
this month. You don't have to do anything 
differently to get that respect. Even though 
others secretly admire this quality of yours, 
it would be nice to hear a well-deserved 
compliment once in awhile. 

SAAT TARWS Cnov2z2—deca\) 

Bon voyage! If you're not flying somewhere 
this month, you'll be ‘holidaying’ in some 
potential sweethearts liv ing quarters instead. 
Either way you'll i very difficult to get 
ahold of. 

CAPRICORN Gecz2— ant) 
If you're not dating that woman you desire, 
you will be VERY soon, as she secretly feels 
the same for you. Even though you'll have 
to make the first, second and third moves 
(whew!), it'll be so worth it, as you will 
soon find out. 

ABUARIIS Garizo—{ebla) 
If you havent been keeping a journal/diary 
this year yet, you need to start. So many 
intriguing, adventurous, fun things are 
going on this month that it would be a 
crime to not reflect on this one day. 


ASTROSCOPES 


LK < by. Rainbow 


febiq — may2o 


Keeping those feelings inside for someone you 
love isn't doing you or her any favours. You may 
lose her and that’s the last thing you want. You 

know how to love so well, so show her! 
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Understanding the Psychology of Romantic Love 


ome on, who needs to understand 

the psychology of romantic love? 

Who cares? Love is love. Love 
happens. Love rises up from the unknown, 
from the earth. It falls from the sky; it 
embraces trees, gives beauty to the 
flowers and the songs of the birds. Love 
is majestic !n the mountains. It is about 
beauty of life. Well, okay, you might 
say, but what about romantic love? 

It all depends on what we mean by 
romantic love. Are we talking about 
that spark between two people, that 
sexy feeling, that erotic motion? Of 
course, that is what psychologists are 
studying and trying to understand. But 
as far as I am concerned, they can fill 
all the bookshelves in the world with 
their research—they still don’t get it all. 

Some years ago I was hiking with a 
young man in the Cascade Mountains. 
We were attending a spiritual retreat for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered and 
straight people. This young man (let’s 
call him Ted) and I hiked up one of the 
many trails. We were walking through 
snow, watching the eagles and breathing 
the freshness of mountain air. There 
was a lot of silence between us, but it 
was not an empty space. It felt more 
like the presence of a spirit that spoke 
to us beyond words. This gave us confi- 
dence with each other. After a steep 
stretch of ascending, we sat down on a 
log with soft moss cushioning our 
stretched muscles. 

That is when Ted and I began to use 
words to share more about ourselves 
and what had brought us to this retreat. 
He opened up his soul to me when he 
told me about a woman he was friends 
with. She had total trust in Ted, her gay 
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by Reinie Heydemann 


friend. Her now-estranged husband had 
sexually abused this woman. Fearful 
and wounded, she was searching to be 
healed. She had asked that they spend 
time together in her home without 
wearing any clothes. They were both 
naked, all day, visiting, eating and just 
being, being together. A miracle hap- 
pened: she learned to trust. When they 
put their clothes on, they hugged each 
other, and she felt a sense of healing 
that touched her body and soul. Now, I 
ask, is that romantic love? I say “yes”, 
and I say “no.” No, because erotic 
feelings had no place in that encounter; 
but yes, because it was a loving spiri- 
tual togetherness for both of them. 

Ted enriched my life with the story 
of his intimate encounter, which he had 
not told anyone before. When he and I 
departed, we hugged each other and | 
said to him, “I feel like we made love 
together.” He smiled and kissed my 
cheek, and I saw an eagle soaring one 
more time.¥ 


Reinie Heydemann, retired, was 
Chaplain for the Good Samaritan 
Society. She is a Co-director for 
Lutherans Concerned Canada and 
convener for the Edmonton chapter. 
Reinie is a recipient of the Jim Siefkes 
Award, Lutherans Concerned North 
America’s highest honour given to 
heterosexual people who have provided 
outstanding advocacy and support for 
the full inclusion of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgendered people. 
Lutherans Concerned provides support 
and resources for organizations and 


people exploring questions around 
sexual identity, religion and spirituality. 
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Community news 


Relationships and the Law 
by Julie C. Lloyd 


4,0, relationships break down. On 
top of the heartbreak, the anguish, 
xe and the loss of half of one’s 
wardrobe, there is confusion—lots of 
confusion—about our rights and obli- 
gations under the law. The laws in 
Alberta have been changing. The gov- 
ernment of this province has imple- 
mented changes grudgingly and quietly. 
The ‘grudgingly’ part pisses me off, but 
doesn’t keep me up nights. The ‘quietly’ 
part, though, is worrisome, so I thought 
a short course on the subject might be 
helpful. 
The main issues that 
relationship breakdown are those of 


arise on 


spousal support, child support and 
property. I will deal with spousal sup- 
port this month and will talk in 
upcoming issues about child support 
and property. 

Until recently, it was not possible to 
seek spousal support, or alimony, on the 
breakdown of a same sex relationship. 
Now there are two ways that such sup- 
port might be available when a rela- 
tionship breaks down. 

If a couple has married (and you can 
in B.C. and Ontario right now), an appli- 
cation can be brought under the Divorce 
Act should the relationship break down. 
In this case, our relationships, it seems, 
would be governed in exactly the same 
way as all other married couples. 


If a couple has not married, we turn 
to the Domestic Relations Act. You will 
not see the word ‘lesbian’ in the Act. 
Our code name is ‘Adult Interdependent 
Partners.’ On relationship breakdown, 
one partner can apply for an order 
directing the other partner to pay sup- 
port. To make an application for support 
under that Act, you must be an AIP. 
One becomes an AIP after three years 
of living together as a couple, or earlier 
if a child was brought into the rela- 
tionship by birth or adoption. Partners 
can also execute a Partnership Agreement 
in the form prescribed by the Act so 
AIP status begins immediately. 

AIP status is a prerequisite for an 
order, but is not a lottery ticket. Support 
orders will be granted, under either the 
Divorce Act (if you are married) or the 
Domestic Relations Act (if you are not 
married) where, generally speaking, the 
partner applying can demonstrate that 
fairness demands such an order should 
be made. The court is directed to con- 
sider a number of factors including the 
length of the relationship, the role that 


article continues on page 18... 
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Oo C. LLOyp 
Barrister © Solicitor 


%O Canada Western Bank Dlace 
10303 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta ToJ 3N6 

(78O) 442-4417 
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Relationships and the Law... 


the partners took in the relationship, 
and whether there has been any eco- 
nomic prejudice suffered as a result of 
the relationship or the role taken in the 
relationship. Maybe one partner agreed 
to quit her job and to stay home to look 
after the kids, the acreage, or the family 
farm. Maybe one partner gave up 
career advancement to devote her time 
to the home or the kids. Maybe one 
partner is under-employed because she 
left a secure job in Calgary so that the 
other partner could accept a great job 
in Edmonton. 

The questions of how much support 
should be ordered and how long sup- 
port will be made payable is a gray 
area. There is not much case law 
relating to same sex common law or 
married relationships yet, but we can 
get guidance by looking at marriage 
relationships (heterosexuals, even though 
a lot of them dress funny, are often a 
very good source of information). 

In the heterosexual world, after 
very long-term marriages, the amount 
of support ordered by a court will 
often attempt to equalize the income 
between the spouses. Support will often 
be ordered in these circumstances for 
an indefinite term (yes, that means 
forever). In shorter-term marriages, the 
court will often order support payable 
for a shorter period of time and in a 
lesser amount to allow the spouse to get 
back on her feet. The length of time 
varies considerably, as does the amount 
of support. In shorter-term marriages, 
the courts are less likely to attempt to 
equalize incomes and often focus on the 
reasonable needs of the spouse applying 
when considering the amount and the 
length of support. The goal is to be fair. 
The courts can make orders for periodic 
or lump sum payments. 


oe 800, Veg 
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The question of how long one has 
after a relationship breaks down to apply 
for support Is also unclear. The Divorce 
Act does not contain a time limitation 
for applications. The Domestic Relations 
Act, however, provides that applications 
for support can be made by AIPs, and 
the Adult Interdependent Relationships 
Act says that after a year separation, or 
after making written declaration, AIPs 
become ‘former AIPs.’ It looks like the 
Act might be saying that after a year of 
separation, or after signing an acknowl- 
edgement, one can no longer make a 
claim for support. 

Should this interpretation of the Act 
be correct, I suspect that the limitation 
is contrary to the Charter. There is no 
limitation period for divorced people, 
so it doesn’t seem right that there would 
be a limitation period for AIPs. In any 
event, from a practical perspective, it is 
more difficult to make a successful sup- 
port application as time goes by as even 
married people have to be able to estab- 
lish that their current financial situation 
is connected to the marriage. 

A solution to deal with the uncer- 
tainties of the law is to create certainty 
with a contract or agreement. Partners 
can enter into cohabitation agreements 
during their relationship to deal with 
spousal support issues. If both partners 
agree that they will not, under any cir- 
cumstances, apply for or be obligated 
to pay support should the relationship 
break down, it is possible to waive these 
rights contractually. It is also possible 
to agree to limited term support, or to 
agree that support obligations will only 
arise should the relationship last for a cer- 
tain number of years. It is a good idea 
for partners to think about these issues 
early on ina relationship as it can help 
eliminate problems down the road.¥ 
march 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here. Call Ae 1794 or Womonspace@hotmai 


arts 
(ircle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 pM 


at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 


479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 


Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 PM. Call 


Debra at 436-8415. 
athletics 


Curling with Pride Fridays 9 pM at Shamrock 
Curling Club until April. Spares welcome. 
No previous experience required. Call 
Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net 


Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners are wel- 
come! Please join us for fun and fitness! Call 
Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 


Making Waves Swim Club Mondays 8:30 pM and 
Thursdays 7:30 PM at NAIT Swimming Pool. 
Call Jan at 454-9987 or makingwaves_edm@ 
yahoo.com 

Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking for 
new members. We bowl for fun! Saturdays 


5-7 PM at Gateway Lanes until April. 
Contact Joy or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


churches 
Affirm United A support group for members of 


the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian church. 
Sundays at 7 PM at Garneau United Place, 
11148-84 Ave. Call 474-0753. 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 


march 
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BSS 


Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 


lcedmonton@lcna.org 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 


sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhaver United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974, 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 


at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


focus groups 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues in 
relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca 
or kris.wells@shaw.ca 
hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10524- 
101 St; The Roost: 10345-104 St 

leisure groups 


Breakfast (lu) Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 
the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 


schooling. 


Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracy at 619-9723. 


Inside/OUT A new network and social organi- 
zation for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 


OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 


www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 


The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 
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resource directory 


radio 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

support services 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 


Bisexual Support Group GLCCE, last Wednesday of 
the month, 7:30 PM. Contact bipride@telus.net 


Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third Monday 
of the month at a bi-friendly location. Contact 
bweoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 


422-6207. 


GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9912-106 St. Drop-in, peer counselling and 
library. M-F 1:30 pmM—5:30 pM; 7-10 PM. 


W Om ON 


Classifieds 


accommodations 

Shared accommodation. $350/month plus 
1/3 utilities. Call Sherri at 475-1502. 
Looking for roommate to share condo/ 
townhouse in Claireview. Clean, non-smoker, 
no pets please. Rent $450.00, includes utili- 
ties. Please call 920-7958 for more info. 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. Open 
year round with cabins, hiking, x-country 
skiing, skating and more. Call Geri 586-0002. 


Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15-Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


opportunities 

For Sale: Extra lean ground beef and bulk 
beef from certified organic farm. Call (780) 
764-2319 or email blumkad@telusplanet.net 
for details. 


(lassified ad deadline is § pt on March roth. Three lines max. Free to members, $5 to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 
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Thursdays 7:30 PM women’s drop-in. Call 
488-3234 or glece@compusmart.ab.ca 


\(ARE Interfaith Center for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education. Call Mickey Wilson at 448- 
1768 or icare@oanet.com 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Transgender/Transsexual Support GLCCE, last 
Tuesday of the month 7:30 pM. Call 488- 
3234. 

Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support group for LGBT 


parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 


for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 pM 
at GLCCE, email yuyedm@hotmail.com 


- 
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Seeking Participants: Imagine a safe school 
for GLBT Youth. Out Is In is a project aimed 
at confronting homophobia in, and out of, 
school. We are looking for youth partici- 
pants (under age 25) for an interactive 
display for Pride Week 2004. E-mail Kristy 
at outisin@ualberta.ca or call Andre at 
492-0767. 


We're looking for people to work with who 
want to make extra income part-time. Call 
1-913-385-6376 for a 3 minute overview, 
then 465-7468 for more details. 


personals 

Hi Honeybunny: Happy First Anniversary 
on March 28th! It’s been a wonderful year 
together and I love you very much! Your 
Rare One. 


Do you want to meet friends or even your 
true love? Send your personal ad, including 
e-mail address, to womonspace@hotmail.com. 
And invite us to the wedding! 
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vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 
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L-&LGONOUIN TRAVEL 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women s Sexuality 


Eaton Centre 
429-2233 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 

Toll Free: 1.888.WYM. WARE 
wwW.Wwomynsware.com 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 


WwW “membershig form | 
(enlieasis Assured) 

Name(s) ee: an ee ee Es 

Address 

City Postal Code 

Phone E-mail 

12 month membership fee: . 

$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) 

$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 

Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 

TS] 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 

“1 New Member 4) Renewal LJ) Associate 

4 I would like to be a volunteer 

J Please mail my newsletter to my home Toralieneldseds 

4 I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 


4 I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 
OY I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 


2 sy GR BMS NO mm om mat mm Gen mi mer mer ome ee so me oo oe mez Get os mor mt mm oe 
% 


Ga wae oun wm cee nem wee GUR MK ce MeN ee We a eee coe mi mee Mek minke Geet ee GRRE Guin: daete Rete 
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OUR MEMBERSHIP RATES: 
Monthly - $5.00 

| 6 Months - $20 

” Yearly - $30 


Platinum - $100 (1 year of free cover anytime 


the | ah A except New Years Eve and our Aids Benefit) 
00 [- 
i DOOR CHARGES: 


After the ; A 7 Sunday - $2.00 (except Platinum Members) 
Womonspace ; : (RES: 
dance, the Roost pe es 
i After 10 pm (weekdays) - $1.00 
is offering free After 10 pm (weekends) - $4.00 
cover to anyone | é 
who submits a Non-Members - Before 10 pm - $2.00 


ticket stub to the After 10 pm (Weekdays) - $4.00 
door staff. After 10 pm (weekends) - $6.00 


(Although there is free cover until : 


“ried ie) eamamecsem, 10345 - 104 Street 


Saturday, March 20 
9 om to 7am 
Westmount Hall 


10970 - 127 Street 


womonspace dance 
Celebrate the coming of spring! 
$5 members (with, cara)~ $10/non-members 


Call 482-1794 to volunteer. 


